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over Malta, Sicily, and Italy, sometimes ex-
tending as far as the Black Sea. The temper-
ature accompanying it is very great.            j
Siskin, or Goldfinch (Cardiielis spinus),\
a small finch, which is distributed over Eu-
rope and parts of Asia, and breeds in the
northern parts of Great Britain and in Ire-
land. The American siskin (Spinus tristis) is
the goldfinch, the English term siskin not |
being used here except with reference to a |
northern relative, the pine-siskin, occasionally j
visiting the Northern states in midwinter.

Sisterhoods, a term generally used to de-
note those who live in community but are
not cloistered. The first society of the kind,
the Filles de la Charite, was founded by St.
Vincent de Paul in 1633-34. Their office was
to seek and tend the sick and poor in the
great cities.   In 1840 the Abbe le Pailleur
founded the society of the Petites Soeurs des
Pauvres at Servan in Brittany. Marie Jamet,
a poor needle-woman, was the real originator
of this scheme. About the same time (1840)
the Abbe Miller founded the Sceurs de Bons
Secours, an order of nursing sisters, which
seems to do much the same work as a similar
order of the same  name founded in  1825.
A sisterhood was organized by Cardinal La-
vigerie in 1868 for work in Africa.   During
the latter half of the igth century a vast
number of sisterhoods were founded in the
various dioceses of France, chiefly for the
purpose of teaching, and when in 1905 the
law was passed suppressing instruction by
religious communities, it affected more than
no different congregations of women.  The
Irish Sisters of Charity were founded at Dub-
lin (1815) by Mary Aikenhead. They num-
ber about 500.  The Irish Sisters of Mercy,
founded in 1831 by Catharine M'Auley, have
about 500 houses. In the Dominion of Can-
ada there are 32 Catholic sisterhoods engaged
in teaching and in various works of charity.
The total number of professed sisters is about
.8,300.   The rapid growth of the Catholic
Church in the United States during the ipth
century was accompanied by a remarkable
multiplication of sisterhoods, whose activities
extend to every branch of charitable en-
deavor, and in particular to the instruction
of children in  the  parochial schools.  The
principal European congregations of women
such as the Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent
de Paul, the Sisters of St. Benedict, of St
Dominic, the Sisters of Mercy, etc., have
flourishing branches in this country, while
many other sisterhoods have been foundec

here in the various dioceses. The American
branch of the Sisters of Charity was estab-
lished in 1850 by Mother Elizabeth Seton,
a convert to the Catholic faith.
In the American branch of the Anglican
communion, or Protestant Episcopal Church,
the term sisterhood is used in a twofold
sense: it is applied first to women living in
community under the three perpetual rows
of poverty, chastity, and obedience, and
bound to the observance of a regular rule of
k'fe and the daily recitation of the breviary
offices; secondly, it comprises in a broader
sense a great variety of organizations lor
charitable work, the members of which are
either bound by no vows or by vows of
a temporary character.
Sistine Chapel. See Rome.
Sisyphus, in ancient Greek legend, the
on of /Solus; other accounts make him the
'ather of Odysseus and of Sinon. Ephyra,
afterwards Corinth, was said to have been
'ounded by him. It is on account of his pun-
shment in the lower world that his name has
become famous. His task was to roll a huge
.tone up to the top of a hill; but the stone,
as soon as it neared the top, always escaped
:rom his hands and rolled down to the bot-
tom again.
Sitka, tn., Alaska, 98 m. s.s.w. of Juneau,
on the w. coast of Baranov I., and on Sitka
Sound, an arm of the Pacific Ocean. Mining,
[umbering, salmon fishing, and the curing
and canning of salmon are the leading in-
dustries. The Japan current, which flows to
these shores, strongly influences the climate
of the city, which is mild for the latitude.
The place was permanently settled by the
Russians in 1804 and called New Archangel.
The Russian territorial government estab-
lished headquarters here. The transfer of
Alaska from Russia to the United States took
place in 1867, at Sitka, which was made the
capital of the territory. In 1906 the capital
was changed to Juneau; p. 1,039.
Sitting Bull (1837-90), famous Sioux
chief, born on Willow Creek (then in Dakota
Ter.). He early became a leader of the more
desperate members of his tribe. His band
massacred whites at Spirit Lake, la., and in
Minn, in 1862, and in 1864 were pursued into
the Yellowstone region by Gen. Sully. They
were on the warpath almost incessantly until
1876, and, under the influence of Sitting Bull,
ambushed and slaughtered a body of troops
sent against them by Gen. Sheridan under
Gen. George A. Custer. After this massage